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March 8, 2011
Steve Allen, M.D., Chairman, Ohio Children’s Hospital Association Board of Directors, and CEO, Nationwide Children’s Hospital, today issued the following statement in response to Governor Kasich’s State of the State address…
In today’s State of the State address, Governor Kasich outlined his plan to make “common sense, hard work and innovation” priorities for Ohio – and, as organizations who practice principles on a daily basis to save, protect and enhance the lives of Ohio’s 3 million children, we applaud this goal.
We are pleased to know that children’s health care will be among the Governor’s priorities. Ohio’s children are our state’s most precious asset, and, as such, high quality health care for our children must be a priority if we are to be a vibrant, competitive state in the future. 
We are particularly interested in the Governor’s efforts through the Office of Health Transformation to implement forward-looking reforms that will include a focus on high-cost conditions such as low-birth weight babies and prematurity. Ohio’s children’s hospitals have a proven track record of working together toward achievements that dramatically improve outcomes and reduce costs such as the Ohio Perinatal Quality Collaborative. Such efforts directly benefit the Medicaid program and the State’s bottom line, and we are excited to continue working with the Office of Health Transformation to identify and implement changes that will amplify the results we have already realized.
Our state’s children’s hospitals are an essential part of the health safety net for all of Ohio’s children, as one in three relies on Medicaid. We look forward to working with the Governor Kasich and the Ohio General Assembly to achieve transformation for Ohio’s children’s health care programs within the Medicaid program and other state agencies to achieve a better value for our taxpayers. As the Governor said, with a little extra effort we can create a life better for the state’s most vulnerable citizens – our children. 
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